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his Continental schemes, conceived primarily in the interest
of Holland. With anxious eyes they watched his unpopu-
larity increasing with the growth of taxes and distress through
long years of war rarely lighted by success. The danger of
his death from natural causes, from assassination or upon the
battlefield, where he so often bravely exposed himself, and the
grave constitutional issues which would renew themselves
upon such an event, were ever present to their minds.
Devoted to the Protestant faith, and determined that the
English Constitution should not sink to a despotism upon
the French model, they none the less had to take into account
the possible pursuance of their objects under violently and
suddenly changed conditions. It was not wonderful that
they should have acted upon the ancient Greek maxim,c< Love
as though you shall hereafter hate, and hate as though you
shall hereafter love." It was an epoch of divided loyalties,
of conflicting interests, of criss-cross ties, of secret reserves
and much dissembling. When kings forswear their oaths
of duty and conspire against their peoples, when rival kings
or their heirs crowd the scene, statesmen have to pick and
choose between sovereigns of fluctuating values, as kings are
wont to pick and choose between politicians according to
their temporary serviceableness. The conditions and stand-
ards of this period, like its tests and stresses, were different
from our own. Nevertheless, as we contend, the main feature
which emerges is that of steadfastness and not deceit, of
patriotism above self-interest, and of courage and earnestness,
rather than of craft and opportunism.
Through all these baffling changes, of which only the
barest outline can be realized by posterity, Halifax seems to
have threaded his way with truer hold upon the essential
interest of England than any other figure of whom we have
record. We have seen him a Protestant opponent of the
Exclusion Bill and a Minister of James IL We have seen
him an opponent of James II. We have seen him harshly
conducting that fallen sovereign to Rochester- We have seen
him the trusted counsellor of William III. We shall soon see
him reopening his relations with the exiled James. No one
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